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* 
Wartime Format Atlases 


In accordance with the W.P.B.’s request 
to publishers to conserve paper, the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin has been redesigned. The 
new format—initiated with the January 
1943 issue—provides for an increase of 
nearly 10% in the amount of type per page. 


This issue of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin includes reviews of four atlases of cur- 
rent interest. Further general information 
on this subject is available in the article “At- 
lases” in the January 1942 Bulletin. 


REVIEWS 


Britain in pictures. Britain in pictures 

Itd. 

The price of the British edition of Britain 
in pictures was incorrectly quoted in the 
January 1943 Subscription Books Bulletin. 
This edition, distributed by William Collins 
Sons & co. Itd., is priced at 3s6d and 4s6d per 


volume in Britain and at $1.25 per volume in 
Canada. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica world atlas 
with physical and political maps, geo- 
graphical comparisons, a glossary of geo- 
graphical terms, a gazetteer index; and 
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with geographical summaries, world 
spheres of influence prepared by G. Don- 
ald Hudson, under the editorial direction 
of Walter Yust. 42cm. Chicago, En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica, inc., c1942. xi, 
112, 260, 128p. illus. maps. red Britan- 
notex $20. 


This atlas contains 126 full-color maps, 
about 14 x 10 inches in size, of the usual 
physical and political types. As in most at- 
lases published in the United States, maps 
of the United States predominate. One 
sheet each is allotted to most of the countries 
of Europe and Asia while there are 47 sheets 
for the United States (by state), 8 for Can- 
ada, 4 for Africa, 4 for South America and 
one for Central America. In addition there 
are several small maps showing the spheres 
of influence of the principal countries of 
the world—the United States, Great Brit- 
ain, France (Vichy and Free), Germany, 
Spain, Japan, Italy, Portugal. 

The foreword states that all maps are 
new and, with few exceptions, are based on 
the state of the world as of September 1, 
1939. Therefore, boundaries are given as 
they existed before World War II. There 
are no separate war maps. However, most 
place names, important in World War II, 
which were checked were found to be in- 
cluded. The maps are excellent, with good 
color and clear print, and were prepared for 
Britannica by C. §S. Hammond & Company. 
This accounts for the copyright assignment 
on the maps. Charts and tables of geo- 
graphical comparisons include waterfalls, 
islands, dams, lakes, rivers, oceans and seas, 
mountains, canals, bridges. 

Probably the most notable contribution 
which this atlas makes to information con- 
cerning the world lies in its inclusion of an 
excellent selection of statistical data. 

There are 260 pages of geographical sum- 


maries of North America, Middle America, 
South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Aus- 
tralasia and the Pacific Islands. For each 
of these major divisions there is about a 
page of text introducing the set of nine tables 
which follow. ‘These cover area, popula- 
tion and government, leading agricultural, 
mineral, and manufactured products, foreign 
trade, communication and transportation 
facilities, value of currency in U. S. dollars, 
government expenditures for military pur- 
poses, military service and personnel, mili- 
tary equipment and organization. Follow- 
ing these tables for each major region, there 
are tables for each political unit within the 
major regions covering fifteen topics as fol- 
lows: area and population of political sub- 
divisions, population of larger cities, 
population composition, government and 
private money and banking, transportation 
facilities, major agricultural crops, number 
of livestock, major minerals, major forest 
products, major sea products, major manu- 
factures, value of foreign trade, major ex- 
port commodities, and major import com- 
modities. 

The base year for these.geographical sum- 
maries is 1938, but where reliable statis- 
tics were available for 1939, 1940, and 
1941, they were given also. 

Corresponding tables have the same num- 
ber throughout so comparisons are easy. For 
example, Table V for all geographical units 
is on transportation facilities, Table XIV 
is always on major export commodities, etc. 
Where political units are too small for sepa- 
rate consideration they are included in the 
general tables only, and these tables are re- 
ferred to in their alphabetical position among 
the individual units. For example, Monaco 
and Liechtenstein are given only in the gen- 
eral tables under Europe, and Panama Canal 
Zone is given only under Middle America. 
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According to the introduction these tables 
serve two purposes: “First, they make pos- 
sible the ready comparison of facts relating 
to one world region with those relating to 
other world regions. . .. Second, they 
make possible the ready comparison of one 
country in a region with other countries 
in the same region.” 

Another section of the book is devoted to 
world spheres of influence. Here for each 
of the leading nations the sphere of polit- 
ical influence is shown in color on maps 
of the two hemispheres, supplemented by 
tables showing for each unit in the sphere 
of influence the area, population of 1938, 
present status, year status was attained, im- 
portant events defining present status, form 
of administration, export trade 1938, and 
import trade 1938. Information given du- 
plicates that given in the geographical sum- 
maries but its arrangement together here 
allows quick comparison of resources of 
various political powers. 

All values, weights, and measures are con- 
verted into those of the United States. Place 
names in the geographical summaries and 
world spheres of -influence are those pre- 
ferred by the U. S. Geographic Board. A 
gazetteer index including all place names on 
the maps covers 128 six-column pages. 

A coupon, good for one year after the 
signing of peace treaties, is included for a 
post war supplement obtainable upon pay- 
ment of a dollar. 

A feature which makes special appeal to 
librarians is found in the excellent bibliog- 
raphies which list over 500 sources of in- 
formation from which the statistical data 
were taken. 

The price of this atlas seems high, in view 
of the fact that, while the maps are excellent, 
the information on them may be found in 
other atlases as well as through the current 


maps being published by the National Geo- 
graphic Society, and also that the informa- 
tion included in the tables is generally avail- 
able in separate yearbooks. Libraries with 
limited budgets will want to consider the 
trade edition, reviewed below. On the other 
hand, the comparative recency of the maps 
and the usefulness of the geographical sum- 
maries, containing information not elsewhere 
available all in one place, will make the 
volume worth while for school, college, or 
public libraries where there is much demand 
for such comparative and sfatistical data. 
The fact that the maps and statistics are 
based upon conditions existing in 1938, be- 
fore World War II, should make them use- 
ful for comparison after the war is over. 
The atlas is recommended. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica world atlas 
with physical and political maps, geo- 
graphical comparisons, a glossary of geo- 
graphical terms, political divisions and 
capitals, a gazetteer index. 42cm. Chi- 
cago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., 
1942. trade ed. C. S. Hammond & co., 
inc. Sole distributors. viii, 112, 128p. 
fabrikoid $9.95. 

This is the trade edition of the atlas 
identical in title with that distributed by 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., and re- 
viewed above. With the exception of the 
omission of geographical summaries, com- 
prising 260 pages in the larger work, the 
lack of any acknowledgments, a briefer 
table of contents and introductory note, the 
material is identical with that in the sub- 
scription edition. 

The format—paper and _ binding—is 
cheaper. 

Additional descriptive information re- 
garding this title is given in the preceding 
review of the Britannica edition. 
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For libraries needing an atlas of the world 
as it was ‘when last at peace” and who have 
no other large atlas published in the 30’s, this 
is recommended. 


Hammond’s comparative wall atlas 
showing the world as man found it, physi- 
cal maps, as man developed it, political 
maps. Self-revising ed. 73cm. N.Y., 
C. S. Hammond & co., inc. c1942. 16p. 
boards $12.50. 


The atlas contains the following maps: 
the Western Hemisphere; two maps of the 
Eastern Hemisphere, one showing Asia and 
Australia, the other Europe and Africa; 
political and physical maps of North 
America, the United States, South America, 
Europe, Asia, Africa; a physical map of 
Australia; and a map of the Pacific Ocean. 
Small insert maps on the pages with Africa 
and Australia show the former German 
African colonies and Cape Verde Islands, 
and New Zealand. 

All the maps are well colored, clearly 
printed, and easy to read without so many 
details and small place names as to be confus- 
ing. Under present conditions, however, 
the omission of names of small towns and 
cities may prove a handicap. Each political 
map indicates capitals of countries, inter- 
national boundaries as established before the 
present World War, railroads, canals, and 
principal cities. ‘There is no index, how- 
ever, to aid in locating places. 

The term self-revising in the title seems 
misleading inasmuch as the only means of 
keeping the publication up-to-date appears 
to be through use of a certificate inside the 
front cover to be detached and sent with 
one dollar for a “correction service cover- 
ing changes in the maps made necessary by 
the war and resulting peace treaties (which) 
will be furnished as soon as practical after 


the termination of the war and the signing 
of the peace treaties.” The certificate is 
good only within six months after the sign- 
ing of peace treaties. The atlas has stiff 
board covers with spiral binding and with 
eyelets at top and one side to allow hanging 
on a wall either vertically or horizontally. 

While these maps are legible for wall 
display, they are actually smaller than the 
map supplements of the National Geographic 
Magazine already in general use. The for- 
mat is not of sufficient advantage to make 
it worthwhile to duplicate any material, nor 
is the promise of future revision of great 
importance at the moment. Most libraries 
therefore would weigh the cost of the atlas 
against the use they would make of the 
physical maps. The atlas is not recom- 
mended. 


Hammond’s universal world atlas; new 
maps, new indexes, new statistics, new 
gazetteer. 344%4cm. N.Y., C. S. Ham- 
mond & co., inc. c1942. xvi, 176p. fabri- 
koid $3. 

This atlas is identical in part with others 
of slightly differing titles issued by C. S. 
Hammond & company in recent years. It 
most closely resembles Hammond’s new era 
atlas, C1941, 159p. It contains 6 economic 
maps in black and white ; 96 pages of colored 
maps including one of Europe showing the 
territory annexed and occupied by Germany, 
U.S.S.R., Hungary, and Bulgaria; 62 pages 
of index to United States cities and towns; 
9 pages of index to foreign cities and towns; 
and 2 war-area maps, one for the Atlantic 
Ocean and one for the Pacific Ocean. The 
same material is in the New era atlas with 
the exception of the index to foreign cities 
and towns and the two special war-area 
maps. 

An unsatisfactory feature is the arrange- 
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ment of the index to cities and towns in the 
United States by states rather than in one 
alphabet. The foreign index is in one alpha- 
bet. Most of the maps are as of September 
1939. 

Full-page maps are about 11 x 8 inches, 
half-page maps are about 5 x 7 inches. Some 
place names are in extremely small type 
and are very difficult to read, e.g., names on 
the map of East India islands, p. 29. 

A coupon is included offering purchasers 
of this volume a supplement for 25 cents 
which will bring the maps up to date after 
the war is over. This offer expires 6 months 
after the peace treaties have been signed. 

While the information so far as it goes 
seems adequate, there is little reason for 
libraries to purchase this atlas if they have 
a similar volume published in the 30’s, as 
there are only a few new pages in the work. 
For this reason it is not recommended. 


Interamerican statistical yearbook, 
1940-41; Raul C. Migone, director ;with 
the assistance of; Marcelo Aberastury, 
Emilio Fuente ,and; Jorge E. Iturraspe. 
2v. 29cm. Buenos Aires, Argentina, El 
Ateneo, ;etc.; N. Y., Macmillan, 1941- 
42. 1940, 612p.; 1941, 1067p. cloth 
1940 $6; 1941 $10. 

Title and text in Spanish, English, Por- 
tuguese and French. These volumes were 
issued under the auspices of the Argentine 
Commission of High International Studies 
whose secretary is Dr. Raul C. Migone, 
director of the yearbook enterprise. Mem- 
bers of this commission are Dr. Adolfo Bioy, 
President of the Rural Society of Argentina 
and ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs; Dr. 
Luis A. Podesta Costa, Professor of Inter- 
national Law, National University, Buenos 
Aires and Assistant General Secretary of 
the League of Nations; Dr. Adrian C. Esco- 


bar, Ambassador to Spain and past Presi- 
dent of the Bar Association of Buenos Aires ; 
Dr. Salvador Oria, National Minister of 
Public Works and Professor of Finance, 
National University, Buenos Aires; Dr. 
Ricardo Levene, President of the National 
Academy of History and President of the 
National Commission of Museums, Monu- 
ments and Historical Places; Dr. Juan Car- 
los Rebora, President of the National Uni- 
versity, La Plata, and Professor of Civil 
Law. 

The Committee has examined carefully 
the 1940 yearbook and will consider it chiefly 
in this review. 

The purpose of this book as stated by Dr. 
Migone is “To serve the American com- 
munity—as it is, as it might be, as it should 
be. To serve that community in its search 
for the harmonious growth in which twenty- 
one sister nations may be drawn closer to- 
gether, and in which the levels of life may be 
lifted for all who dwell therein.” Through- 
out the introduction Dr. Migone dwells on 
the importance of having available authen- 
tic statistical comparable data on American 
countries side by side. In explaining the 
reason for devoting almost half of the tables 
to items concerned with commerce, he says, 
“Commerce is a unique force linking the 
interests of individuals, regions and coun- 
tries. ... It is felt, therefore, that the 
space . . . given to trade is fully justified.” 

Gathered together in this volume are 
statistical tables of population; agricultural 
and mineral production ; industrial data such 
as commodity prices and industrial produc- 
tion; export and import trade; labor data 
including wages, hours of labor, strikes, 
cost of living; transportation and communi- 
cation ; financial data including investments, 
currencies, and public finance; public educa- 
tion; army, navy, and air corps; public 
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health ; and international cooperation. These 
data are supplied for Canada, The United 
States, Mexico, Costa Rica, Cuba, Domini- 
can Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chili, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. In many instances data are in- 
cluded for other countries of the world. 

Sources of information are: the official 
publications of the League of Nations, the 
Pan American Union, the International 
Labour Office, the International Institute of 
Intellectual Cooperation, the International 
Institute of Agriculture, the International 
Office of Education, the Universal Postal 
Union, the International Conference of 
Higher Studies, National Economic and 
Social Planning Association, and other or- 
ganizations, and also periodicals such as the 
South American Journal and United States 
Government publications. This volume 
parallels in scope The statistical abstract of 
the United States. Unlike The statesman’s 
yearbook it contains no text. 

The task set by the Commission was in- 
deed an enormous one, and the editors have 
invited criticisms and suggestions for future 
editions from the users of the book. Econo- 
mists, statisticians, newspaper men, students, 
and others accustomed to statistical forms 
used in United States publications will find 
the notation used in the book confusing, be- 
cause of their unfamiliarity with continental 
European practice, particularly since no ex- 
planation of the use of this system is given. 
For example, dates are written X-35, 8 II 
40, for Oct. 1935 and Feb. 8, 1940, respect- 
ively. Sets of figures over 999 are separated 
by periods, thus, 7.885.000. 

A table on a specific item does not always 
follow the same plan throughout. For ex- 
ample, in the tables giving population by sex 


most of the figures are on a percentage basis, 
Male 53.0%, Female 47.0%. Yet without 
a word of warning such figures as Male 
64.161 and Female 63.180 appear, and it is 
necessary to consult notes at the end to find 
that in these instances the figures are actual 
rather than percentages. It is hoped that 
in future editions the editors will make neces- 
sary computations in these cases in order to 
assure uniformity of treatment. 

The years for which information is given 
vary for each set of tables. For instance, in 
some cases data are given for the years 1929, 
1937 and 1938; others are given on an an- 
nual basis from 1935 to 1939; still others 
1929, 1932, 1935, 1938, etc. This, of course, 
is not the fault of anyone. Rather it shows 
the need for better statistical reporting if 
any comparable data are to be made avail- 
able upon which to base decisions and draw 
conclusions. It is quite impossible to de- 
duce significant facts if the data for one 
country or items are as of 1933 and those 
for another are as of 1939. Although the 
year 1940 appears on the title page, there 
are few figures for years later than 1938. 
Many of the figures are adapted from year- 
books such as The statesman’s yearbook and 
the Statistical yearbook of the League of 
Nations. Consequently these figures are a 
year or two old. Since many of the figures 
are not copied verbatim but translated into a 
common denominator, such as kilometers, 
there is possibility for error. The list of 
publications drawn upon for information is 
included at the end of the book. A table of 
abbreviations used is lacking as is also an in- 
dex. The rather detailed table of contents 
is helpful, but does not take the place of an 
index. 

Bryce Wood’s translation of Dr. Migone’s 
introduction is apparently very literal, for 
the effect is that of poor construction. The 
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English captions at the head of tables give 
Syndicates for Trade Unions; Exports 
toward for Exports to. 

The 1942 edition of the Interamerican 
statistical yearbook has been considerably en- 
larged. According to the introduction it 
contains “almost fifty percent more of 
tables. ...” Chapters have been en- 
larged as follows: population, public health, 
production, transportation and communica- 
tions, invested capital, banking and currency, 
armed forces, industry, social questions and 
international cooperation. The latter con- 
sists of 85 pages showing the status of inter- 
American treaties and agreements. 

Despite shortcomings mentioned above 
these yearbooks are a distinct contribution to 
sources of information on the Americas, and 
will be welcomed by government officials, 
traders, editors, bankers, economists, 
teachers, students and others. ‘They are 
recommended for large libraries and for 
special libraries providing a business or statis- 
tical service. 


International American encyclopedia. 

Chicago, International American co. 

In response to the Committee’s recent re- 
quest for information on the availability of 
this title, the publisher replied April 29, 
1943 that “the International American En- 
cyclopedia is not available at this time and 
we do not intend to bring out another edi- 
tion.” 

The Committee has no further informa- 
tion regarding this publication. 


Nelson’s encyclopedia. Chicago, Colum- 
bia educational books, inc. 

The sale of a 30-volume edition of this 
set, formerly published by Thomas Nelson 
and Sons under the title Nelson complete 
encyclopedia and reviewed in the Subscrip- 


tion Books Bulletin in April 1938, is now 
being promoted in various cities throughout 
the country through extensive newspaper ad- 
vertising campaigns sponsored by Pub- 
lishers Service Company, inc., of New York. 
Local distribution in each city is centered 
largely in drug stores. 

Although the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee has been trying since January to se- 
cure review sets of this edition, only re- 
cently has a set been obtained. A review, 
now in preparation, is scheduled for an 
early issue of the Bulletin. 


New century book of facts. Wheeling, 
W. Va., Continental publishing co. 


Several recent requests to the publisher for 
review copies of the New century book of 
facts have brought no response. As the Sub- 
scription Books Committee has not reviewed 
this title since the 1928 edition was evalu- 
ated in the January 1930 Bulletin, the Com- 
mittee suggests that subscribers defer pur- 
chase of the present edition until a copy can 
be located and a review published. 

If anyone has a recent copy which he 
would be willing to lend for review, the 
Committee would appreciate his notifying 
A. L. A. Headquarters. 


Young Americans’ dictionary; by 
S. Johnson. 23'%4cm. N.Y., Philosophical 
library, inc., c1942. 352p. cloth $3. 

A dictionary of 6256 vocabulary entries 
in contrast to 23,281 found in The 
Thorndike-Century junior dictionary, 
38,500 (including derivatives) in Webster’s 
elementary dictionary, and 46,000 in The 
New Winston simplified dictionary for 
young people. Walter Bernard, in a brief 
preface to the Young Americans’ dictionary 
indicates that this is an English publication 
which has been adapted for American use. 
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He calls attention to the fact that the volume 
is actually richer in words than would appear 
at first glance because often under a listed 
key word related words are found in the ex- 
planation. Even making allowances for this 
contention the vocabulary is a very meager 
one. Under the ja’s, for example, there are 
only eleven entries, and such glaring omis- 
sions as jabot, jaguar, jam, janitor, jar, 
jasmine, javelin, jaw, and jay, among others, 
occur. 

No indication as to how the limited vocab- 
ulary was selected is given in the preface. 
Inconsistencies in selection of vocabulary are 
evident. The word Bolshevism, for ex- 
ample, is included, but not Nazism or 
Fascism. August and March are the only 
months listed. There is a definition for 
baron but none for baroness or duke or 
duchess. 

Mr. Bernard’s preface implies that the 
dictionary’s chief function is to define words 
as simply as possible. Examination reveals 
that this simplicity is frequently carried to 
extremes. Thus the word vomit is defined 
merely as “to be sick” ; Pentecost is “Whit- 
sun,” the latter word not being defined at all. 
One of the most misleading definitions noted 
was that for the word blend: “to mix to- 
gether. Three things often blended are tea, 
tobacco, and colors.” 

In the case of words with multiple mean- 
ings very often one or more of the meanings 
has been omitted. The word hazel, for ex- 
ample, is defined as “‘a tree, often growing in 


hedges, which bears hazel nuts in the 
autumn.” The fact that the word also 
denotes a color is ignored. Only four 
meanings for the word order are given; 
W ebster’s elementary dictionary gives four- 
teen. Many more such examples could be 
cited if space permitted. 

All three of the standard dictionaries for 
young people, in addition to giving lists of 
defined words, indicate the parts of speech 
for the words included, show their pronun- 
ciation, and frequently augment definitions 
with drawings and diagrams. The Young 
Americans’ dictionary, however, in addition 
to definitions gives only syllabification and 
the principal accent for each word of more 
than one syllable. No diacritical marks are 
used nor are parts of speech indicated. Also, 
the volume is entirely devoid of drawings, 
diagrams, colored plates, charts, or other il- 
lustrative devices. 

Because of its very limited scope and its 
tendency to oversimplification, this diction- 
ary is not recommended. 





pare to quote a review in full is 
granted only to the publisher of the 
work reviewed. Permission to quote a re- 
view in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Publishers 
of books or sets recommended herein wish- 
ing to refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recommended 
(or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part of 
the Association. 
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